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MUST PROBE DEEP

In Order that Theater Fire Inquest May

Fix Blame Where It Really
Belongs.

Public Will Not Be Satisfied with
Mere Attack on Police anq Fire
Departments.

No By-Play with New

Ordinances in the City

Council Can Distract Public At-
tention

From Stern Duty of

Fixing Responsibility

for the Holocaust on Proper
Parties.

There Must Be No Fear, No Favor, and No

Whitewash

in This

In-

quiry.

The work of fixing the responsibility
for the Troquols Theater disaster drags

somewhat, but work of this kind, In
order to be thorough umd complete, is
necessurily slow,

The Coroner's Jury seems to he com-
posed of enrnest, intelligent cltizens,
and It should leave no stone unturned
to pluce the blame where It properly
belongs,

One thing Is certaly, and that Is that
the people will not stand for any offi-
clnl whitewash, amd we are much mis-
taken In the ealiber of the jury If s
members are not in full touch and sy -
pathy with the sentiment of the public
In thix regard,

Another thing that might as well he
understood s that the public will not
rest content with a mere attnck upon
the Pollce and Fire Departments or
the officinl hends of these forces,

1t it should be found that any re-
sponsibility belongs there, let such re-
sponsibility be placed, but it will not
do to try to saddle the entlre burden
of it upon subordinate officinls,

The laws have not been enforeed;
the question that the people ask and
that must be answered Is, whose duty
1# It to see thnt the laws are enforeed?

We see now In the proceedings be-
fore the Coroner's Jury the spectacle
of subendinate oMiclnls shifting the
Llome from one to another, The rea-
won I8 evident; there 18 a divided re-
sponsibllity, each belng charged with
enrrying out only certain parts of the
lnw, Now that being so, the Inquiry
properly divected should be to find out
who It Is who Is charged with seeing
tn it that all of the law s enforced In
the letter and the spivit. When that
discovery 18 made it will then be easy
enough to place the proper responsibill-
ty In proper measure upon the right
parties,

No byplay In the shape of nmended
or new ordinnnees raghed through by
the City Council shonld direct or dis-
tract attentlon from this object., It I8
nll very well to lmprove the laws now
that the mischief has been done and
the dreaded eatastrophe has happened,
but it should be borne In mind that it
is not 20 much new laws but the en-
forcement of those we now have that
18 needed in this city, It should not be
forgotten elther that the old law, if It
bad been earrvld out, was  ample
enough In its scope to have prevented
the thenter disaster, If It had been
enforeed thoroughly the Iroquois holo-
caust would not have ocourred,

The Coroner has been palnstuking In
his conduet of this Investigation.

No doubt Mr, Traeger 18 aware that
the eyes of the public are upon him,
und that lie Is looked to for the fullest
performance of his duty without fear
or favor,

If the Investigntion he is now con-
ducting shall bring home the blame to
those who are properly blameable, no
watter how high or how low It may
strike, the publie will be satisfied, and
the Coroner will receive its approval,

In the mefintime, it will not do to go
fishing for scapegoats., The case of
Bullding Commlissloner Willlams 1s a
case in polnt. The Bullding Commis-
sloner is not to blame and no amount
of Innuendo or hysterical shricking can
result in holding him responsible in
the eyen of the public, Bullding Com-
Wisdloner Willlams has served In that
capacity only since May, and imme-
diately after his appolntment he start.
el In to put the law into operation.

Among other things he Investignted
every theater in the elty and presented
the Mayor with o tull lst of all that
were violating the tire ordinanee, The
Maoyor did not anet on that report, aml
now comes the question, who Is to
blnme wder these clreumstances—the
Mayor or the Bullding Commissloner?

The nuswer must be obvious,

Aunin, for slx years of Harrlson's
administration, Chlieago has not had a
Bullding Commlissioner appolnted In
necordanee with the law, In this the
Mayor showed the utmost disregunl
for the law., Mr, Willlnms was not
responsible for that, and the question
that people ave now asking Is, What Is
the Coroner's Jury golng to do about
&

The Coroner’s Jury must place the
Blame where It really belongs, Scape-
gonts will not do this thne.
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The new bhullding ordinance Is one of
the poorest weasures of the Kind ever
passed,  The original medsure was o
falely good one, but the Councll emas-
culnted It before passing It

}

No doubt the next move will he to
throw open the theaters under fempo-
ey restricting  rulex.  The soliel-
tle of our city fathers for the wel-
fare of the actors aud theater employos
Is truly wondertul,

)

Many people ave usking whetlror It
Ia hetter that theater cmployes shall
hive Jobs, or the publie be suved from
the danger of another holocaust,

)

Home strange ntuence must have
heen brought to bear upon the majorlty
of the Clry Council to secure the pas-
sige of the new bullding ordinance In
its present shape, What could that In-
fnence bave been? Pethaps the grand
Jury might tind ont.

My, Walter 8, I!:nlv dellversd an

wble nddress at the conl merchants'
reunion In the Sherman House lInst
Buturday nlght, Mr, Bogle s nlways
i happy #peaker. and on this oceasion
was, us usual, approprinte and fellel-
tous,

What ean be the anlmus In the con-
tinual and persistent attacks of the clty
administeation upon the Lake Strect
Elovated road ?

Postmaster Coyne appeated before o
snbeommitiee of the House of Repres
sentntives nt Washington Tuesday last
mid for more than two hours (dscussod
the wedla of Chicago's postal sarvice,
If we only had municlpal officlals of
the callber, Integrity nnd fdelity to
duty of Postmaster Coyne, Chleago
would be a very Mferent city.

A,

Harrlson nnd his gang howl about
munlclpnl ownership of street rall-
wiys, und yet the city adminlstration
is unable to provide municipal owner-
ship of an antltoxin plant,

Mayor Harrison need fot apologize
for his builling commissioner. What
he needs to do Is to apologlze for him.
welf,

The "vacant chalr" in the City Coun.

cll in to be filled this spring, according

w .

JOHN J. MITCHELL,

President Illinols Trust and Bavings Bank.

to Alderman Mavor., Is it to be done
by habeas corpus proceedings, or will
the voters produce the man?

The Wntest attnck on the Lake Street
L I8 Inthe shape of an exactlon of
an unreasonnble Heense fee, It would
seem to be the poliey of the elty ndmin-
Istration to do everything possible to
hamper and interfere with the useful
elevated roads.

If the elty I unable to maintain a
plant for the manufacture of antl-
toxin, how Is it going to maintain and
operate “all publle utilities?"

An indefinite adjournment has put
nt least a temporary quietus on the
netivities of the Councll graft commit-
tee, As Its work hal degenerated into
an attack on the police foree and the
fire department, it ix of little conse-
quence whether It ever resumes busi-
ness agaln or not,

;

Sinee we have had a shower of raln,
the water supply I8 onve mote con-
taminntd,

;

Judge George Kersten Is displaying
pittience, tact and ability In his con-
duet of the car barn murder trinl

;

The theator people are making n
fine show of dissatlsfaction with the
new lnw. When It comes to n plece
of neting the theatvieal folk are there
“with the gomds.'

!

Willinm R, Hearst has  announcesd
the platform on which he proposes to
e 0 candldinte for Iresident of the
United States, 1t s o comprehensive
one, but mukes conirel of the trusts
the dominating Issue,

)

The publiec will form its own opinion
of the new bullding ordinanes, lrye-
spective of the laudations of some of
the dallles,

State's Attorney Deneen seems  to
take much comfort out of the so-called
Lowden round-up at the SBherman
House Tuesday, and so, by the way,
does Mr, Lowden, Bomebody must be
mistaken about the matter,

Republican politics are bubbling up
pretty lively all over Cook County just
wow. The various gubernntorial can-
didates are lining up thelr forces and
making big demounstrations, It is sald
the bitterest contest will occur In the

Bixth ond Beventh Wards, This, how-

ever, lins been for years the stamping ‘ ing slgnitieant request is made: “The
ground of that astute political leader, | Jury i€ asked to ascertain whether the
T. N, Jnmleson, who generally man- lnws of [llinols provide that munieipal
nges to lond his delegates to the cons | offieers Indieted and convieted for fall-
vention, tight or no tight, iun' to o thelr duty cense to hold office;
and that it the lnws of Hlinols so pro-
‘\'hh-. whether any  munlcipal  oflicer
hins falled to enforee the sald laws and
the munleipal ordinances to such an
fextent as Justities his or thelr fudlet-
ment.'”

Old-thme friemds are foumd on differ-
ent sides In the pending Republican
gubernatorinl campaign,  For Instance,
Natlonal Committeennn Graeme Stew-
urt has come out for Colonel Lowden,
while Fred A, Busse Is working hard
for Mr, Denven,

3

Mayor Haretison opposed the forma-
lllull of 0 protective associntion by the
menthers of the police foree several
months ago.  Why does he encourage
the formution of one now?

Hnrelson's geaft Investigation has
practically wound up In a tlzzle, us
everybody expected it would,

)

The City Council first passed an
emasenlnted  theater  ovdinanee  and
then suspended (s operation until An-
gust next.  What is this for? To glve
the tire tend another chance?

Now the clerks In the water oflice
have gone on a strike,  This may re-
sult in completely erippling that de-
partment, which would be a serious
matter for the public, The City Hull
'ayroll Brigade Is certalnly o tone out-
fit,

3

Is the proposed new  Pollcemen's
Protective Assoclation belng  coddlsd
becanse It Is expected to antagonize

About the only thing that the ity | g wopk of the Cltlzens' Antl-Crime
clvil service appears o have aecom- Committes?

plishedd I 1o make the Clry Hall eme- ’
ployes hmpudent and vebellious,

17 the elnlms of the (tlends, both of |

Mr. Dencen and Mr, Lowden, nre any-
where near corvect Cook County will |
have gn unusually Lege delegation in |

the next Republiean State conventlon, |
|

#

Harrison's
fine blufr,

graft Investigation was a

)

An old familiar strain:
witer,”

“Doll the

I

Under  Harvison's  administration
Conslderntion of the proposed Chi-  Chicago s unable to estublish o $50,000
cigo Chy Rallway Company ordingpee | munieipnl antl-toxin plant,
has been resumed by the Connell Come- ‘
mittee on Local Transportation,  Is it | Porhaps that query of the Decembor
too unieh 1o expect that this appavently | geand Jury may be put to the present
Interminuble business will  now  be | inguisitorinl bady  concernlng  other
brought to o close? matters than the Kellogg Switchboard
strike,

:

It now looks as 10 there s danger of |
a general Jall delivery out af the Bride.|  There shonld be no let-up In the
well,  This will wlil to the delightiul : work of putting the sehool buildings in
conditions now prevalling In Chileago, | Hreproof condition,

}

:

A new charter for Chieago is lkely M. . Dunlap says he will next pro-
to be one of the issues In the fall eam- | ceed to carry the Hearst boom right
palgn, A resolution 18 now pending | Into Congressman Willinms' distriet.
in the City Councll calling for a com-
mittee to be known as the Chicago |
Charter Amendment Campalgn Com-
mittee, This will bring the matter be-
fore the publie in regular form and the
close of the year wmay see Chleago
nbout rendy to get from under a very
old and very heavy handicap,

;

It 18 doubtful If Harrlson could gain
ndmission as a delegnte to the Siate
convention, not to talk about the lead-
ership of the Democracy of 1llinols.

}

A number of our city fathers have
been prostrated by thelr strenuous la-
bors and overtime work of late. It all
wad put In on the bullding ordinance,
What could have produced such a pro-
diglous spurt of Industry and such an
extraordinary outcome of it?

In the report presented to the pres-
ent grand jury by the foreman of the
December body, in which fatlure to en-
force the laws during recent labor rlots
and troubles s discussed, the follow-

LET THE FIGHT GO ON.

The People Are with the Citizens' Anti-

-Crime Committee

Something Must
Now So

Those Responsible Must

Every Inw-ablding  person  wishes
siecess to the  Cltlzens”  Antl-erime
Committee in the task to which it has
sl frselr,

Chicaggo hng suffered heavily from
the prevalence of erlme within Its bor-
ders,

It hns suflered finnnelnlly and it has
siufforvil Joss of reputation ns o law-
ablding community,

This fact was Hinsteated very e
eently when Chleago lost out In the
fght for the Democentic national con-
vention,

Wilille other rensons may hive oper-
ated to bring ahout the defear of this
clty In that contest, it Ix well known
thit the reputation which It has ob-
tnliend for lawlessness during the past
sIx md onehnlt yenrs was also g po-
tent factor In cansing that defeat,

Our husiness Interests have suffered
from it vight nlong, the material comdi-
tion of the city bas deterlornted from
It,

Creime and lawlessness are charged
up agalnst us, Anaechy, which has
not merely been winked at, bat in fact
to some degree fostered and encour-
nged hiere, has spread far and wide,
Every thug nnd law breaker whose
cars have been for over six years pre-
gnled with the apnvehistie eampalgn
cateh ery of “the streets belong to the
peoaple”™ has tuken o sinister meaning
from It, and acted upon it. The Ciy
Hall, the very seat of munlelpal goy-
ernment, 18 declared by the chief exe-
eutive himself to be permeated with
graft, o deendrfal entastrophe has dem-
onstrated that the most vital of our
lnws nnd ordinnnee have not been en-
foroed, but have, on the contrary, been
systematically lgnored or violated; in
brief, we have an invertelirate clity ml-
ministration, no munielpal government,
In faet,

sumall wonder
g,

Such belng the eondition, was it not
timoe that the citlzens of Chivigo, the
men of business amd of alfairs who
have helpad baikl up the commercinl
grentness of this city, should take mat-
ters in thelr own hands aml organize
to tight erime,

This organization Is  composed  of
men In whom the people have econtl-
denee,  They arve men of the highest
stunding and reputation, and whateyver
they do, 1t mny be dependsd upon will
e for the best interests of the eity,

This tight against erlme, The Eagle
has reason to helleve, will e “II'II'!I\I){II.
It will go to the roots of things, and
will stedke home without elther fenr or
favor. The effoct of non-enforeemont
of the lnws 15 before the eyes of the
cltlzens' antl-crime committee; it will
Le its duty tp find the cause and to
eliminate It

What Is needed most to resene Chi-
cago from ts present deplorable con-
ditlon 15 to educate the people up to
the necessity of having a elty admin-
Iteation which will be something more
than a pay-roll and an organized appoe-
tite, When that has been done, anmd
the City Haoll eleansd ont from top to
bhottom, Chicago wlill once more take
her proper place In the eyes and the
estimation of the world,

that erime I8 ram-

What a foree! Flest a bullding law
I8 framed, next the vitals are ceut ont
of It, then It 18 suspended, and now the
resolutions which prohibited Immedi-
nte reopening of the theaters untll they

Despite Hostility

of Administration.

Be Done to Save

the Reputation of Chicago,

Sullied.

Baneful Effects of Non-Enforcement of Laws
and Toleration of Anarchistic
Spirit,

Onlls for Radical Action that Will Strike
at the Root
Evil.

of the

Be Exposed Regardless

" Entirely of Their Official or Social
Position.

“molifled” ot next Monday's Counell
meeting,  The womnderful sympathy of
the Counell and the elty adminlstration
for the poor theatrieal people is really
tonching,

Listen to this from Harrlson: “I am
not seeking the leadership of the 1-
nois Iemocracy.”  Well, we should
LU [T

I'enece prospects (n the far East have
thrown o wet blanket over the esteem-
el Tribune's Scldmore  lottors,  Oure
contemporary should not despair, how-
ever; the worst might yet oceur,

The Board of Eduention, lot it he dis-
thnetly understood, cannot have nll the
bribery storles to itself. The Routh
Park Board has entered the bribery
story arenn with both feet, and this Is
no paltry 8200 tale either, The goosd
rouid sum of #3000 18 Involved In this
cise, It appears lkely, however, that
the mention of the amwount is the only
thing that will be Involved,

dnn, 27 Ix the date tixed for the Re-
publican  love feast at Springfleld.
There will then be a counting of noses
that will tell something detinite about
sovernl gubernatorinl candidates' pros-
pects,

All Chleagoe schools more than two
stories high erected In the future mast
b tive-proof,  This decision wis reach-
od by the Board of Education at Its
lnst meeting,  The sum of SK,000 has
s bheen appropreiated by the board
for flre esenpes for elght of the old
bulldings,  This is business, Hl"t.-p it
up.

Even the m-la.ml childven of Chlcago

are belng taught an object losson as to
the results of Inctlicient elty govern-
ment aud now-enforeement of the lnws,
It has been declded that elrealaors shall
b distributed nmong the puplis in the
schools calling thelr attention to the
necessity of “helping to cleanse Chi-
civige of woral nmd phiysical ot

Now for the next big fre and higger
loss of 1ife, Harvison must be woke up
nalin,

Governor Yates Is saying little these
days, but he keeps on sawing wool,
s Hentenants, who are among the
ablest wen in the Republican pary, nre
Keopiug thele oyes tirmly fixed on the
polltieal baroweter, mwd they  have
shown no signs of excltement so far,

Munivipal u\\llt'l‘!i!ll[l YAWpers  are

beginnlng to get busy ngiin now that
the Loesl Treansportation  Commities
is resnming its work, The committes
s decldd o hold  open  sesslons.
Phix, it Is feared, will give the wild-
eyel  theorists, Socialists and Apar-
chists more opportunity to lsoonper and
delay matters,  There 18 no need for
town meetings In the discussion of this
nmatter,

If the Clevelnnd, New York and Bos-
ton delegates to the Natlonal Board of
Trade nre to have thelr way Chicago
will not recelve any financlal aid from
the Unlted States government toward
Inereasing the size of  the deainage
chunoel for navigation to the gulf.

are wade reasonably safe are to be




